sUMMARY Overnight cultures of V. cholerae, V. el tor, non-cholera vibrio, and Streptococcus pneumoniae in tryptone-soya broth (with 5 % blood added for the last-named) failed to grow on subculture despite visible growth in all tubes. Viable counts and pH determinations of overnight cultures of various species in tryptone-soya broth, brain-heart infusion broth, and Lab-Lemco peptone broth show that death in tryptone-soya broth is associated with the drop in pH resulting from fermentation of glucose in the medium and that this drop is greatei than that produced by the same amount of glucose in brain-heart infusion broth. Some strains of pneumococci failed to grow in brain-heart infusion broth and it is suggested that both these media are unsuitable for blood cultures.
In July 1970 seven strains of V. cholerae, eight of V. el tor, and five of non-cholera vibrio were received from the late Dr K. Patricia Carpenter; they were on nutrient agar slopes which had been incubated overnight and posted forthwith. On receipt they were subcultured into tryptone-soya broth (the nutrient broth in use in this department at that time): after overnight incubation all tubes were uniformly cloudy but subculture on nutrient agar yielded no growth. Some time before this tubes of tryptone-soya broth with 5% horse blood were heavily inoculated from freeze-dried cultures of 18 strains of Str. pneumoniae. After overnight incubation all tubes were grossly turbid and Gram films showed large numbers of pneumococci, but 14 failed to grow on subculture. performed by a modified Miles and Misra technique, six 1 in 10 dilutions being prepared by adding 0-5 ml culture to 4 fi5 ml peptone water. With eight organisms pH was determined at the same time using an EIL pH meter, model 38A.
Medium
Oxoid no. 2 broth, Oxoid tryptone-soya broth, and Oxoid brain-heart infusion broth (some tests were also done with Difco brain-heart infusion broth). Both tryptone-soya and brain-heart infusion broths contain 0 25 % glucose: a small amount of the former was prepared in this department without glucose.
Viable counts were done on Oxoid no. 2 broth solidified with 1I 2 % Oxoid no. 3 agar.
Five per cent horse blood was added to all broths and to agar for all strains of streptococci.
Organisms
With the exception of the Vibrio, all the strains used were fresh clinical isolates.
Results
The pH of overnight cultures of eight organisms in Oxoid no. 2 broth, tryptone-soya broth, and brainheart infusion broth and their viable counts are given in Table I 
